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The Air Line  
Electric powered Model's E160 or E-260 110 volt 

  

                              
(Picture of E-160 with soft case for conception only) 

 
 

Before you get started, assemble a few items so you can complete the process without having 

to go look for things. You will need a can of Marine grade lube/protectant (non-conducting for 

the electrical components), and a few watch-band size and larger Velcro ties. 

 

We congratulate you on the wisdom of your purchase. By owning an Air Line product, you 

have in your possession the most modern, most reliable, surface supplied breathing air system 

available anywhere. The operation is designed with your safety and convenience in mind, and 

by carefully reading this brief Manual you can be assured of many hours of trouble-free 

enjoyment.  

 

 

 

There is absolutely no reason not to read your ownerôs manual regardless of which Air 

Line unit you own. We are not like everyone else so read your ownerôs manual. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

Although this equipment is much easier to use than the more cumbersome scuba gear, it 

is still a serious LIFE SUPPORT SYSTEM and must be used only by trained divers who 

fully understand the effects of breathing compressed air underwater. If you don't FULLY 

UNDERSTAND any of the skills required for safe diving, it is essential that you seek RE-

TRAINING at a qualified training facility. Before allowing anyone to use this equipment IT IS 

YOUR OBLIGATION AS THE OWNER to have them seek training from an agency, such as 

NAUI, SSI, PADI or NASE. All users must be certified in Surface Supplied Air or Scuba. You 

might think you are being a pal to let someone try it because "he snorkels a lot". Risk the 

friendship; don't give in.  

 

 

 

NEVER DIVE ALONE!  
 

 

Knowing your maximum depth capability for making a free ascent in an out-of-air 

situation is an important first step. NEVER USE THE EQUIPMENT PAST YOUR 

FREE ASCENT CAPABILI TY without an independent, back-up air supply, available 

from The Air Line or from your local dive shop.  
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Your Air Line is designed for shallow water, unobstructed diving and should never be used in 

enclosed areas, such as caves, shipwrecks or ledge overhangs. Air Line diving requires most of 

the same skills as Scuba, but there are a few important differences. Your unit has the capability 

of running for long periods of time (much longer than Scuba) and therefore requires EXTRA 

ATTENTION TO DEPTHS AND DOWN- TIME. The rules for decompression are 

identical regardless of the air source.  You are cautioned to never dive past a no-

decompression limit on any surface supplied air system. Should the motor be accidentally 

turned off, the consequences would be very serious if you did indeed exceed no-decompression 

limits.  

 

Even though compressor diving feels as free as snorkeling, IT IS NOT. While you will 

probably hold your breath during a snorkeling ascent, NEVER HOLD YOUR BREATH 

WHILE ASCENDING WHEN USING A SURFACE AIR DEVICE. Always breathe in and 

out. Should an out-of-air situation arise, at the very least you need to be expelling air 

continuously while making an emergency ascent. Remember, your life and that of your fellow 

divers rely on your good judgment. DON'T TAKE CHANCES. You have nothing to prove.  

  

 

 

WHEN YOU RECEIVE YOUR NEW COMPRESSOR SYSTEM 
 

  Inspect the contents to be sure everything is included.  

The E-160 has the following items included; 

1. Black single head compressor (you may have ordered it by itself or with a black soft case 

or a red hard case. 

2. 5' of black heat dispersing hose with black strap attached. 

3. Waist tow belt, weight belt, 2 filter screen washers in a plastic bag ( if you ordered your 

unit for two divers then you will have an 2 tow belts, 2 weight belts, 4 filter washers, and a 

"Y" hose divider) 

4. One 60' yellow diver hose with a 38" whip hose and regulator on the end. ( if you ordered a 

2 diver set you will have 2 of these hoses) 

5. 1 ownerôs manual, but you already know this one because you're reading it. Good for you. 

 

The E-260 has the following items included; 

1. Red double head compressor (either by itself or in a red plastic hard case) 

2. 10' of black heat dispersing hose. 

3. Two waist tow belts, two weight belts, 4 filter screen washers, 1 "Y" divider in a plastic 

bag ( if you ordered a third diver set then you will have an extra tow belt and weight belt, 2 

filter screen washers and 1 more "Y" hose divider) 

4. Two 60' yellow dive hoses with a 38" whip hose and regulator on the end. (you may have a  

third dive hose if you ordered this with a third diver setup) 

5. Last but not least 1 ownerôs manual 
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We recommend that you spray a small amount of non-electric conducting marine grade 

protectant into the motor housing on all the parts at each end of the compressor. Please have 

the compressor unplugged when you do this and make sure the protectant is non-conducting. 

This will protect your investment for many years from the adverse affects of the salt air. We 

highly recommend that you use Corrosion-X to spray into your electric motor. This is non-

conducting and works exceptionally well to protect the inner workings of your motor from salt 

air for the life of your unit. You won't be sorry that you did this procedure. You only need to 

turn your unit on each end a spray a small amount over the entire motor windings. No need to 

spray so much that it runs out the other end. Just enough to coat the motor windings. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SETTING UP 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On the E160 unit, the 5' black heat hose must be screwed into the brass fitting coming out of 

the red compressor head. This is only for the E160, and is already installed on the E260. This 

is to protect the E160 form breakage during shipping. Use an 11/16ò wrench to hold the large 

brass fitting coming out of the compressor head. You need to do this so you donôt break it off 

if you apply too much wrench pressure while screwing on the black hose. Use a 5/8ò wrench 

to on the fitting on the black hose. Try not to use a crescent wrench since these tend to slip and 

IMPORTANT: THE COMPRESSOR MUST BE PLACED WHERE THE 

SURROUNDING AIR IS CONTAMINANT FREE!  Care must be taken if you are 

using a generator as the power source, or if any other engine is running while the 

compressor is in use. The obvious concern with running an engine is the possibility of air 

contamination. Special attention must be given to placement of the compressor in relation 

to any engine exhaust, wind direction and current direction of a moored boat. Never place 

the compressor in an area where exhaust fumes (or any other air contaminant) could 

accumulate. If needed, a remote air intake hose can be ordered inexpensively to raise the 

intake air away from contaminants. 
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round off the corners of your fitting. Do not over torque the black heat hose fitting you only 

need to snug this so it will not come unscrewed. 

  

The following is for either unit. For a single diver put a filter washer in the female end of 

your yellow hose. Screw the 60ôyellow air hose directly and snugly onto the black compressor 

hose. It will only go one way (i.e., male garden hose to female garden hose).  

 

 
 

 

The regulator, whip hose, and tow belt will already be assembled for you at the factory. If you 

purchased a second diver package, screw the hose divider that came with it snuggly onto the 

black compressor hose, and then attach the two yellow hoses to the Y-divider. 
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Snap a tow belt to your waist and snug it up by pulling on the loose end. The belt tab 

connected to the regulator should be at the center of your back. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOSE HANDLING  
 

The 1ò black strap (E160 Only) on your black heat hose coming out of the compressor must 

be fastened to a stationary object so as not to pull on the brass fitting coming out of the 

compressor. This could break off, if you tug on the hose hard enough. You also donôt want to 

pull your new compressor into the water. 
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The most effective way to keep kinks out of the hoses is in the way they are handled. Always 

unroll rather than uncoil hoses. Hold the reel of hose perpendicular to your chest and unroll the 

hose. 

 

 
 

By so doing, the hoses will be straight when you are in the water. When you are done with 

your dive roll the hose up in neat coils and you will never have any problems deploying or 

retrieving a hose. 

 

 

The Regulator(s) 
 

Your regulator is an adjustable model. This regulator unlike some others can be adjusted for 

your own breathing comfort. The knob to adjust this is on the left side of the regulator. 

Turning it clockwise will make the regulator breath a little harder at the surface. 

 
 

If you were to open this in a counter clockwise direction, it will breathe much easier. When 

close to the surface the regulator may free flow (allow air to continually flow without you 

breathing) slightly in the open position. Just turn the adjusting knob until it stops. When you 

descend deeper you may choose to open your regulator more to allow for easier breathing. You 

can not cause any problems if you forget to turn it at the surface or if you leave it closed when 

you are down deeper. It will always breathe. Adjusting the knob will only make it more 

personalized for your own air demands. When you are done for the day, always store the 

regulator adjusting knob in the open position. Just unscrew it all the way out. 


